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SERMON 


PREACH D to the 


Houſe of Peers, 


Novemb, 13* 1678. 
Being the FAST-DAPY 
Appointed by the 


KIN G 


'To Implore the Mercies 0 f Almighty GOD in 
the Protection of Fs 9irEs TIES Sacred 
P erfon, and His Kingdoms. 


Sl 


By WILLIAM Archbiſhop of Canterhyry. 


In the SAPOT: 
Printed by Tho. Newcomb, tor Robert Beaumont, 1698. 


El Die Fowis 14 Novembris 1678. 


Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
() in Parliament Aſſembled, That the Thanks of 
this Houſe be given to the Lord Archbiſhop of Car- 
terbury, for his Pains in Preaching before the Houſe of 
Peers, in the Abbey-Church Yeſterday, being the 
Day appointed: by His Majefty for Solemn Faſting 
and Humiliation; and that His Grace be defired to 
| Print and Publiſh his Sermon then Preached, 


- 70. BROWNE 


Cleric. Parliamentorumn. 


ere 


_ 


A SERMON 


Preach'd to the 


Houſe ol Pcers. 


PSALM Lvilr 


| In the Shadow of thy Wings will | make 
my Refuge, until ef Calamitie te 
pris..f 


- Hat S. Hierom obſerv'd long 
ſince concerning this Book of 
Pſalms, Titnlos eſſe Claves ; 
that the Title is uſually the 

2 true Key of David , 4 ſer 

open the Pſalm to us , and 

fo let us in to the true Un- 

derſtanding of it ; he learn'd probably from a 

former Author , (with who's Writings he was 

| in his younger years much delighted) Origen 1 Orig. Phi 
mean : Who 1n his Tomes upon the Pfalms, PP 
diſcourſing of fome Obſcarities in Holy Scrip- 


ture, 
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ture, and the proper Remedies thereof, gives 
us yet a more ancient Tradition, which he're- 
ceiv'd (as he faith) from a learned Jew ; That 
the whole Body of Scripture 1s like a great 
Houle, in which are ſeveral Appartments, and 
thereinmany Rooms ſhut up, and in them again 
many Cabinets, -and Boxes lockt down : Nor 
hangs the proper Key at every Door, but they 
"lie Latter'd here, and there, and counter- 
chang'd ; ſo that it requires ſome pains, and 
skill to find them out, and apply them aright. 
Thus the Key of the Prophetick Scripture lies in 
the Hiſtorical , where we often find both the 
Occaſion of the Prophecy, and the Event too ; 
and that proves uſually the beſt Interpreter. 
Thus the Afts of the Apoſtles, which contein 
the Peregrinations, and Geſts of St. Paxl, are 
a great Maſter-Key to open his Epiſtles, and to 
unlock to us many things, hard otherwiſe to be 
underſtood in them. And thus inthe preſent 
Inſtance, David's Hiſtory is the proper Key to 
Dawid's Plalter 3; 'and fo the Books of Samuel, 
the Kings, and Chronicles, the beſt, and moſt 
authentick Commentary upen the P/alnrs. 

For this now before us, leſt we ſhould- mi- 
Nake, the Spirit of God hath hung the Key at 
the Door , or art leaſt pointed us whence to 

E-- -grech 


to the Houſe of PEERS. 


' fetch it : and while the Title dates it from the 
Cave, we are plainly directed to x Sam. xxiv. 
There we find the holy Man in a great ftreit of 
Affliction ; wandring like an Exile, or Bandito- 
in the W ilderneſo of Engedi : ; the few Men he 
had, ſtragling, and ſhifting tor themſelves upon 
the Rocks of the wild Goats: ; implacable Saul 
in the mean time with five times his Number 
ſo cloſely purſuing him , that he is forc'd to 
take ſhelter m the Cave : And there being ſhut 
up from the Sight of Heaven, and [ ight of the 
Sun, and as it were buried alive | in that obſcure: 
Dungeon, furrounded with Danger on every 
ſide, and little Hope left him of eſcaping with: 
his Life ; 'tis then that he ſighs out his Al-taſ- 
chith, ( as this, and the two following Pſalms 
are entitled) Oh deftroy me: not utterly, (fo the 
Word fi gnifies) but let me live to praiſe thy 
Name ;. 'tis. then, that by a vigorous Faith: he 
flies to the tender Mercies of God , as to his 
only City of Refuge : and repoling himſelf in 
the Boſom of the Divine Goodneſs by Acts'of 
Faith , and. Devotion , and of perleverance-in 
both, he doth exa@ , and precilely that which 
We alt are enjoyn'd to do: this Day : he im-- 

ores the Mercies of God in the ProteQion* 
of himſelf, and in him-of. thoſe that belong to 


him ; 


I I II—_ 
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him; Be merciful unto me, Q God, (ſaith he) 
be merciful unto me, for my Soul truſteth in thee; 
yea, in the ſhadow of thy Wings will 1 make my 
Refuge, until theſe Calamities be overpaſt. 


So that, the proper buſineſs of this Day be-- 


10g viſibly ſtampr in great Letters upon the Fore- 
head of the Day , and that by the Hand of Sa- 
cred Authority it ſelf ; and the Lines of the 
Text too running ſo parallel all along, and ſo 
commenſurate to thoſe of the Day ,, (upon 


which Ground the whole Pſalm was very per- 


tinently ſelefted as one of the proper Pſal:ns for 
the Office of the Day : ) I may hope 1n ſome 


Degree to.diſcharge my Duty to both of them, 
by treating of theſe two things; What God's, 


Protection ws; and What we gre to do\, that 


we may be qualifid; and prepar'd aright, ſuc-; 


ceſsfully to implore - the Mercy of that Prote- 
Qion. | In Order whereunto, I will conſider 
the Text in a twofold Reference. 


I. As it looks down from God to us-ward in 


gracious and powerful Protections : and. fo it 
ſpeaks our great Honour, and Happineſs, the 
high, and glorious Privilege of pious Kings, 


and their Kingdoms, that they are under the- 


Shadow of God's Wings. 
= | I. As 


— — 
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11, As it looks up in another Aſpect from Us 
to God again, aw, {o it contains our neceflary, 
and indilpenſablo Dury;/ and catts-aloud: for 
our ſuitable Deportment ; which is reſolvedly 
toput our ſelves under the Divine Protection , 
or toſeek, and make our Refuge under the Sha- 
dow of his Wings. "oo""om_o | 

I. I begin with the high and glorious Pri- 
viledge of all holy Souls, bur eſpecially of 
pious Kings, and their Kingdoms; They are 
under the ſhadow of God's Wings. '- The Ex- 
preſſion frequently occurs in Scripture, and 
may ſeem to ipeak theſe three things, or ſome 
of them; which together will give you,l think, 
the full Extent of the ſhadow of God's Wings, 
the adequate Importance of this illuſtrious 
Metaphor. 

(1.) Safeguard, and Defence from Calami- 
ties, that they: comenot...: Or. i 2 
| (3) Speedy Help, and: Deliverance our of 
Calamities , when they are come. Or how- 
EVEF.5 £43. \ DGINA T7 | 
(3.): Comfort 'in- the mean time, andRe- 


freſhmenc in Calamities,while they arc upon us. 


(1.) The Priviledge of Saforyand PreceRtion 
from Galamitics flands fioſbims ioho Method yl ing 
= | B tirnatea 
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tirnated here in a threefold Expreſſion; A Re- 
fuge ,-2 Shadow., and the ſhadow of Wings: 
--- I.) And whatisa Refuge, (which is the firſt; 
bur a. place of. Security, either in regard of its 
| ſeerecy-to hide. us, -or its ſtrengrh to defend ns, 
to which we. fbg; when Calamuy'threatens us ? 
And ſuch is God to his People, a City of Re- 


 fuge, an inviolable  SanQtuary ; an Altar of 


Mercy, to which we may flie, and be ſafe, 
and from the Horns whereof no bold Calamity 
ſhalldare .ro::pluck us., without this ſpecial 
Commitſſion.. Or in-.another Reference, a 
place of Refuge /is a Covert' from Storm, and 
Rairi; Fſ-Þ-6, and-as it follows there in the 
Game Veilg) Yo wobs't © io ion 0h 1 

- 2.) A: Tabernacle for a; Shadow too in the 


Day-time from the Heat, which is the ſecond. 


Expreſſion, /..'Fhe . Emphaſis whereof -. is : far 
berter underſtood:in thoſe intemperare Climars; 
where the ;Sun-beams are; ſcorching, arid the 
Heats in{ufferable. : Nothing there more defi- 
. rable, than a ſhady Grove, or a deep Grot, 
_ theiShnmnever looks into, + or ithe:Shadow of a 


great» Rack \in a weary-iLand. > Which Pro- 


rections, becauſe the Pilgrim-Iſraelites wanted 
Wthe:Wildernefs;. God . bigpleed: i. to them , 
byiſpteadiog/a loud ovetthenifor aCovering 


<! In 
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in. che Day-rime, (as the Pſabmift ſpeaks,) and” Cv. 
God was int that Cloud ſo thar for forry years: ” 
rogethrer they marchr, -and: encamprt under! his. 
ſhady Wings, I bad almoſt. ſaid , without a 
Metaphor. And ſtill whenever cha Sun of 
Perſecution, or other Calamiry ariferh upon us Jzc- I 11. 
with burning Hear, God can exempr, whom he. 
thinks good,and ſend chem times ot Retreſhin 
from the prelence of the Lord :. fo that, while 
the World. is: all on fire about them, they 
journey through 'thar trorrid Zone, with their 
mighty Paraſol ,, or Umbrella over their Heads, 

and are all " while: in the ſhade. 

| And yet every Shade is not: a ſafe protection. 
Umbra aut Nutrix , aut Noverca eſt ,” faith Pliny: :.15c12. 
And all the Naturaliſts tell us, that the ſhadow 
of ſome Trees is unwholſom ; of others dead- 
ly. Ay there is a ſhadow of: Death tog'%in 
Scripture Language ; and you have heard of 
the Shades of "Hell it ſelf. And therefore to. 
diſtinguiſh this benig | 2nd ſaving s protection 
from-rthole black , hd diſmal Shades , here is 
yet a turcher, and; a higher Emphaſzs ; 

3.) "Tis in the third place Uinbra Alartm , a 
Shiblow of Wings :* An Expreſſion berrenw' d 
from Birds, and: Fowls, that brood',--and foſter 
their F_ong Ones under them. The Wing of 

B 2 ' the 


* ak bv 
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the Dam is both the. Midwife , and the Nurſe; 
itbrings forth the Chickens, and-it brings them 
up too. '' So Providence is both the Womb, 
that bare us, and the Paps, that give us ſuck, 
The Wing is notonly , as the Shade, a pro- 
rection from the Heat; but a more univerſal 
Defence againſt all the Injuries, -and Incle- 
mencies of the Air. Is it too hot ? The Wing 
caſts off a cool Shade. Or is it too cold ? The 


Wing affords a warm Covering. Are the 


Younglings frighted with a Storm? The Wing 
is a ready Shelter. Doth the Kite, or Hawk, 
the Tyrants, and Freebooters of the Air, hover 
over and threaten? The Wing is a ſafe Retreat. 
And thus in ſacris Domini Defenſwnibus , as Caſſian 
fpeaks; in God, and his hely Protections we 


have All. 


\ Thar our Troubles arena long ſince grown. 
tooſhot-for us, 'tis becauſe He cools, and allaies 
them. That our Comforts do not grow cold, 
and die away in our ®>ſoms, *tis ——_ he 
warms , .and reinforceth them. Thar we have 
heard it bluſter abroad for ſo many. years toge- 
ther in a formidable Tempeſt , which: hath 
drench'd, and drown'd. ſo great a part of Chri- 


tendom in” Blood , and [yet the Storm ;hath- 
bicherco gown aver us-:; That-the Clouds have: 


been 


' 
| 


| 
i 
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beeri gathering at home too, and ſo long _ 


black ' o're our Heads, and yet not pawr' 

themſelves forth in ſhowers of Vengeance : 
That Gebal; and Ammon, and Amaleck, and the 
Reſt; that Hell, and Rome, and their Parti- 
Zans, our Enemies on all Hands, both foreign, 
and domeſtick , have been ſo long confederate 
againſt us ,- ſaying, Come, and let us root them 
out, that they be no more a People, that the Name of 
the Reformed Church of England may be no 
more in Remembrance, that - EX have ſo often 


lookt grim, and four, and reard, andramprt. 


upon us, and yet not been able to-ſeize us3 


to what can we juſtly aſcribe all this,. but to. 
the gracious prote&tions of God's ſhady Wings. 


ſpread over us ? 


"Tis Pity, Brethren, we are not more deeply: 


apprehenſive of it, ſince ſo it is. We fit con- 


tinually in the Lap , and Arms of Providence :. 


She is at once our Fortreſs, and our Store-houſe : 


*'Tis to her we owe both our Defence, and: 


Supplies ; our Safety, and our Abundance : 


That we ever had any good thing m this World, 
whether Perſonal, or National, 'tis becauſe: 
we have ſuckt the Breaſts of her Conſolations: 
And that we keep, and enjoy any thing, (while: 
our Soul is among Lions, while we dwell _ 

we tne> 
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| the midſt of cruel, and blood-thirſty Men ;. as 
holy David complains a litrle below my:Text; )- 
"ris becauſe we fit under the ſhadow of her 
Wings. And fince we are for all this ſo over- 
apt to forger her, and to pride our ſelves in * 
Bul warks of our own projecting; God hath | 
ſeem'd oftentimes, and now again of late, to | 
be about to diſmantle all , and to teach' us this 
Leſſon art'the deareſt Rate, if we will noct 
learn'it better cheap, That we cannot be ſafc 
out of his protection ; that the ſhadow of | his | 
Wings is our beft, nay ouronly Refuge: and 
that whether we take a Refuge tor the pro- l 
rection of Secrecy, or for the protection. of 
Strength. ' Of which much. might be ſaid, | 
| 


would the time permit ir: Bur fo much brief 
of the firſt Privitedge , that of Safegnard, and 
protection from Calamities, that they come 
not upon us. [I haſt ro che lecond; 

(2.) if Calamities do come, (and who is 
wholly exempt from that common I'ax , and | 
Tribute! of Mortality ? ) the Expreſſion {peaks | 
Aſſiſtance too , and timely Deliverance out of ? 
chem. Wings in the common Notion of the 
World ſignifie Speed , and Aftivity ; m mis wey- 

In Y. 17. vie 9) impareies otv, as Theodoret ſpeaks ; God's 
1.51% ſpeedy, and efficacious Providence, and Ap- 


PEAarance | 
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pearance in time of Need to deliver his People. 
"Tis therefore, that we give the Winds Wings, 
and the Angels too; as being the {witt Meſſen- 
gers of God, the nimble Mercuries of Heaven. 
*Tis therefore too, that when God appears ſea- 


ſonably to deliver his afflicted People, he is 


{aid in the Pſalm ro mount a Cherub, and to flie, ——_ 
or to come flying to them upon the Wings of 


the Wind, or to carry them off into ſafety on 
the Wings of an Eagle. Birds do not only cover 
their young Ones under cheir Wings within the 
Neaſt: If the Seat prove dangerous, they take 
them up too on their Wings, and carry them 
oft to a laſer ſtation. 

Ye have ſeen, what I have done for you, 


(faich God to the Jewiſp Nation) how I bare you Fx-X1% 
upon Eagles Wings, and brought you to my ſelf. As if " 


ed 


he had laid, When you were in a&tual Bondage, 
I reſcued you ; not only brooded you under my 
Wings in Egypt, and preſerv'd you by my Pro- 
vidence , while you were yet inthe Egg ; but 
I hatchd you, as | were, even in the Iron 
Furnaces of Memphis, into Political Life, and 
National Being; and then brought you: our 
ſafely , openly, triumphantly , (as the Eagle 
doth her Young) and brought you off coo into 


2-more proſperous Condition. 
I And 


= 


4 
, 
; 
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Deut. 
XXXII. 
11s 


And may not God beſpeak us too, the 


People of England, in the ſame language ? 
'When we were enflav'd at home, (and ſo-in 


worle than Ezyptian Slavery) and our Pharaoh, 
and his proud Task-maſters made eveg our 
Lives bitter to us in hard Bondage, in Mortar, 
and in Brick, to build up their. own proud 
Babels; when they had now kill'd, _ alſo 
taken poſleſlion, and divided the Spoil, and 
ſaid in a Frolick of their luſty pride, We have 
devoured them, and there is no Hope for them 
in their God : Then on the ſudden, as an Eagle 
ſtirreth up her Neaſt, and fluttereth over her 
Young, and ſpreadeth abroad her Wings, (as 
Moſes Chids in his admirable Song) thus awa- 
kening , and exciting their natural. Activi 

and emboldening them to ule ir to the vcr ; 
and when that will not do, taketh them up 
her (elf, and beareth them away upon her own 
Wings, : So here, The Lord alone did lead us, 
and there was no Other with him, that's Moſes's 
own Reddition : When our own Pinion prov'd 
too weak, and all our faint Flutterings ro no 
purpoſe; then by a Miracle of Wiſdom, Power, 
and: Goodneſs, -he took us up to that gallant, 
and. wonderfu) Flight, cven up to. a higher 
pitch , than we durft look, and made us to 


ride 


b 
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ride upon the high Places of the Earth, and ſer - 
our Neaſt again among(t the Stars. 4 

And now, when reſtleſs, and unquiet Men 
(the true Spawn of him, whoſe Tail drew the re. x1, 
third part of the Stars of Heaven, and caſt * 
them to the Earth) would fain by their helliſh 
Plots, and Contrivances bring us down again 
from thence , even downto the very Ground, 
and lay all our Honour in che Duſt : When by 
their ſecret Machinations they are at Work on 
all hands to hurry us back into the old Confu- 
ſions; in Hope, that out of that diſordered 
Maſs they may at length rear up a new World 
of»rheir own; (But what a World ? A World 
made-up of anew Heaven of Superſticions, and 
Idolatries; a new Earth too of dinadlly firſt, 


| and pretended Liberty , but of TR inſuf-. 


ferable ar the next Remove : ) In ſuch a dange- 
rous State of Afairs as this, whether ſhould we 
rather. (nay whether elſe can we) run for Help, 
and Deliverance , but under his protections, the 


Stretching out of whoſe Wings fills the Breadth F* Vl 


of thy Land, & England! He can make all theſe 
Cockatrice Eggs, on which this Generation of 
Vipers (that eat out the Bowels of their Mo- 
ther) have far fo long abrood, windy art laſt, 
and addle; and he will do it: So that our of 
©: the 
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the Serpent's Root ſhall never come forth an. 
Adder, to bice us, or a fiery flying Serpent, to, 


devour us. - He will confound theſe Babel- 


builders , with their Ciry, and their Tower, or 
"Temple, (their foreign Policie, and their {trange : 
Worſhip; their novel Modes, and Models of. 


Government in Church, and State) and ſcatter. 


them abroad from hence upon the Face of all. 


the Earth. Like as a Dream , when one awa- 


keth; ſo ſhall he. deſpiſe. their, Images, and. 


their m_ too, andcaule them to va- 
niſh out o 


like a Snail, and become like the untim 


Fruit of a Woman , which ſhall never ſee the. 
Sun. He thar ac firſt madeall chings with an. 
Almighty Word, laid only, Let it-be, and it. 
was fo; can with the ſame Facility unmake, 


and annihitate thoſe Worlds of: Wickednelſs, 


which theſe great Archite&ts of Miſchief have. 
been {o-long projecting, and buttding up- "Tis. 
bur for- him to ay., It ſhall not proſper , or. This - 
| ſhall not -be.; and behold! the. mighry Machin 
cracks about their Ears ,-and ſinks into:Ruine , 
into.Nothing ; leaving no Effect behind/ ir more . 


real or-conſpicuous, than a more firm,and laſting 


Eſtabliſhment of tha, which God's own Right. . 
Hand hath planted amongſt us. When. 


the City ; and make the whole Bulk - 


of their. vaſt Contrivance to conſume away. 


——_——— — ——  — —————— — Ah tr — ——— I — — ———<#xF —— 
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mean time preſerving , and fu 


When the Earth at firſt was without Form, Gen. 1. ». 
-and void, and Darkneſs hovered over the Face 
"of the Deep ; the Spirit of God (faith the Text) 
-mov'd upon the Waters. "The Word in the Ori- -nanma 


ginal (as St. Hierom tells us from the Hebrew 
Traditions) implies , that the Spirit of God 


ſate abrood upon the whole rude Mals , as Birds 


upon their Eggs 5 xz WoTLWNI? 70 AY » (as a Greek 


Author ſpeaks elegantly) and hatchet the Chaos 


into World; by degrees — , and in the 
eining it by 


Gr. Schol. 
on Aratic. 


kindly Heats, and vital Incubations. And to 


the -like benign , and gracious purpoſes doth 
God (till ſpread the Wings of his good Provi- 
dence over his People , and their Aﬀairs in cala- 
mitous times,ſuch as this is ; When he may ſeem 
to ſtretch out upon the Political World the Line 
of Confuſion, and the Plummer of Emprinels, 
(Tobhu , and Bohu , the very Words, which de- 
{cribe the firſt Chaos,) as "tis EF. XXXIV. 11. 


| And if hereupon we put our ſelves (as we 


ought) under the ſaving Influences | of his 
Wings ; he will either digeſt our Confultons 
into greater Order, and Beauty than before ; 
or at leaſt ſupport, atid'chear vs, - while we lie 
under chem'; which is the third; and 1a{ſt Privi- 
ledge implied in this Expreſſion. * * © 7: 
334.08 & 2 (3.) Com- 


— 
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(3.) Comfort, and Refreſhment in Calami- 
ties, while they are upon us. For the Wing is 
not only the Retreat of Safety from Calamities, 
as in the firſt particular ; Nor only the Inftru- 
ment of Deliverance, out of Calamities , as'in 
the ſecond : 'Tis alſo the Seat of Comfort, and 
the Fountain of Refreſhment , when they lie 


heavieſt upon us. 


And+here I might ſpend the Hour with much 
Delight ; for the Proſpect is fair, and large be- 
tore me. Bur I am lenſible; that I have alread 
{taid too long upon the firſt Head of Difcourle 


propounded ; and ſo. perbaps' comply'd roo 


much with the common Humour , which loves 
rather to be tickled , and amuſed with high Pri- 
viledge , than inſtructed in neceſſary Duty. I 
{ſhall therefore make haſte to ſeize what remains 
of the Time, and improve it, to let you ſee, 
That All, I have ſaid hitherto, and the Much 
more I might have ſaid , upon that firſt Head of 
Priviledges, ſignifies nothing art all, is all blank, 
and Cypher tothem, that go not on cheartully 
to the Second , that of Duty. 

Il. They that would be ſafe under God's 
Wings, 'muſt not only. pleaſe themſelves with 
the general Speculation, thar Safety, and Pro- 
tection: is there to' be had ;' They muſt alſo 


make 
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'W7 


make their Refuge there, they muſt put them- 


ſelves under the Shadow of thoſe Wings by 
their ſpecial A&, and Deed ; muſt deliberately 


chuſe, and: effectually 2 cheir laſt Reſort 
there; and if they will partake. the Benefits, 
muſt comply with the. Obligations of ſuch a 
State. God is our Refuge , and our Strength, 


ſaith holy David, moſt devoutly, and moſt Me- *- LxvL 


thodically too : For we muſt firſt make. him 
our Refuge by flying to. him, before we can 
hope, that he will be our Strength. - . In vain 
do they dream. of God's ſaving. Prote&tions , 
that turn their Backs upon his Precepts, and 
caſt his Laws behind them. *Tistrue , God's 
Altars are our Sanctuary ; an inviolable Alum 
in our Sufferings , and in our Sorrows, in our 
Calamities, and in our Dangers, for our Igno- 
rances, and for our Infirmities : But are our 
Crimes too priviledg'd, and proteCted' there ? 
That were indeed to turn God's Temple into a 
Den of Theeves , and. Murderers, (the noto- 
rious Abuſe of the modern Sanctuaries; ) and 
to ſer up the Wing of Abominations (ſpoken of 
by. Daniel the Prophet) even in the Holy Place. 
Nay but pluck them mow mine Altars ,- ({aith God) 
Or; {ley them there; chat. ſmncpreſumptacaſiy,; i and 
with. 4 high:band.. | God ery ER cok 


© 
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muſt firſt be hatche into his Likene 


rothoſe; that offend of malicious Wickedneſs, 


As to-receive 'them , with all-their Sins abouc 


chem, under that ſacred, and ſaving Prote&ion. 
The holy Dove broods nor a Kite, or a 


Vulenre : They are Birds quite of another 
Feather. If in good earneft' we would be 


foſter'd, and cheriſhrt under God's "uo - we 
$ 


_u+ 
, and 


* Simnikitude, be renewed-after his Image, and 


be: made-partakers in' ſome Meaſure - of the 
Dyvine. Nature,  ' . | 
To hover no longer in Generalities ; the 


_ fruicful -Metaphor, of the Texr, as you have 


diſtinctly feen it big with our Priviledge ; ſo 
to qualifie us for that, *ris as remarkably preg- 
nant with our Duty allo. Among the Reſf R 
it clearly ſuggeſts ro. us inthree noble Inſtances 
of our; Duty :ſo many apr, and proper Quali- 
fications, to fit, and prepare us for God's Wing. 
(1,) A pious Truſt, and Confidence in God. 
(2.) Afteryent Deyotion toward God , and his 
holy Waorſhip/in his Temple: And{(3.) a con- 
ftant:unweaned perieverance-in- both the for- 
mer; for 'tis Donec tranſierint,. uncil theſe Cala- 
ities be overpaſt.. And So | 
fs Men orean me wy \God , 'i$ vt- 

fible;-khareo-ty iindet God's Wings, and to 


make 


to the Houſe of Puoas. 


make him our Refuge, and to.truft in him, are 
parallel Phraſes, which expound one another ; 
and differ only , as the ſame fenfe clad in Me- 
taphor, and ſtript of it again. And therefore 


ſome Verſions , both ancient, and modern, 


tranſlate the Text , Under .the ſhadow of thy Chaid. 


Wings will 1 truſt. . *Twere bappy for us , were 
this Duty of "Truſt in God bur as viſibly cran- 
{crib'd into -our practice, as 'tis originally le- 

ible in.che Text. * We all pretend high in- 
Jeed , and put on a fair Semblance here too; 
T believe in .God is our daily Language : Bur, as 


one ſaich well , Non eſt ſtrepitus Oris , . ſed .Fer-. 
vor, &+ Devotio Cords : Lip-labaur will not. 


Engl.Gen, 


ſerve.the turn; ic muſt go deeper, .evento the; 


Ground of. the Heart. Wauld we put inthen 


for David's ſhare in the Priviledge , God's 


Mercy, and Protection to our King , .and to. 
our 7 Fare We muſt labour: then tor a Truſt - 
like David's : Be. merciful to me 0 God, (faith he) 


for my Soul truſteth in thee. 


To bring you to the Teſt then; The Truſt. 
that may be truſted to, and that; williſtand : 
us in ſtead, when Calamities invade , . or 
threaten us, muſt have .thele- three Proper-. 


ties : *Tis founded, and prepared in Self-Dif- 


fidence, *Tiscarried on, and;exerais'd a——— 


Dilt- 
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Diligence; And laſtly 'tis conſummare in full, - 
and perfect Reſignation. = Hz 

- Firſt, "Tis founded, and prepar'd in deep - 
Self-Diffidence., and Diſtruſt; in a clear Ab- 
renunciation of our ſelves, and all worldly 

ehdences. The. Chickens are weak; and 
helpleſs in themſelves; and, as if they knew 
it too, ſtay not to combat the Kite, nor ſtand 
the dreadful ſhock, when the Hawk hovers 
over, and is ready to ſtoop upon them; but 
run nimbly under the Dam's Wing for ſhelter. 
The very Inftin&s of Nature have taught all 
Weak things, to ſeek their Support | out of - 
themſelves, in ſome Retreat , where they 

P-CIV. may be ſafe. . Thus the Firr-Trees are a;Re- 
fuge for the Stork ; the high Hills for the \ 

wild Goats, and the Rocks for the Conies. 

The Hare hath her Coverts too, and the Foxes 

their Holes or Dens. Even the weaker, and 

groveling Plants, (as Vines, and the like) have 
their Tendrils, certain pliant Strings, where- 
with they naturally claſp, and twine themſelves 
about the Supporters, they areto climb by. - In 
fine , all Nature is wholly Adjective, and, as 
if 'twere conſcious to it ſelf of its Inability 
to ſtand alone, is (ever in buſte queſt: of 
its proper. Subſtantive, that may up _ it. 
HSE | | an, 


ff 


—_ 
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Man, as the only bad Grammarian, makes till 
falſe 'Synrax, "and falſe Conſtruction ; apt to 
ſeek his Refuge, where 'tis not to be had: As 


if he' were under” that' Curſe upon David's Ene- ?Al cix. 16. 
'mies, not ohly in'cale to beg his Bread, which 


he finds not art home, bur to ſeek it alſo our of 
deſolate places. "a 
Thus Job firs under his Gourd with over- 


much Delighc ; 'rill che Worm {mites ic at the 
"Root, ahd'it withers. Rebellious Trae! truſts ta. xa. 3. 
in the ſhadow of Egypt (the Land ſhadowing with 


Wamgs, 'as the Prophet fpeaks) and it proves their 
Confuſion : And we have heard of Cedars of 
Lebanon, that degraded themſelves into the Pro- 
reftion of a Bramble ; till Fire came our of 
that Bramble, and devour'd them. We latgh 
at the Babel-builders, who defign'd a Tower 
up to Heaven, above the Reach of Divine 
Vengeance, or any Deluge of Wrath, that 
could come on them. But he had Reafon, that 
ſaid, Totus Mundus eft plenus Turrium Babylonica- 
rum: not only the Plains of Shar; the whole 


| World is full of fuch Towers, We all are apt 


to build Caſtles in the Air, ſome Nep2argrowyln, 
or other, ſome City of Cuckows'in the Clouds, 
like chat in the Greek Comedian. We have all 4% 
of us our Gourds, and our Brambles to truſt in; 


D apt 
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apt to Canonize our own Sanctity, and Integrity ; 
ro Idolize our own Strength, and Ativity; ro 
Deifie our own Wit, and Policie. | | 
But if in good earneſt we look toward the 
Covert of God's Wings, and would pur in there, 
We muſt begin' Negatively ;: firſt moult, and 
caſt all our ſick Feathers, and clip the Wings of 
all our Carnal Confidences, upon which we are 
apt to ſoar too loftily, i we can make 
good our Flight. Confringes Aſcellas (fo the vul- 
gar Latin reads that "Text, Levit. 1. 17.) The $a- 
crifice of Birds 4s not accepted, till the Wings be bro- 
ken, that is, (faith S. Cyril, of Alexandria) till, our 
Pride be mortified. God wull take us off our falſe 
Dependences, and will have us clearly quit All 
(namely as to Truſt in any of them) and run nak- 
ed under his Defence ; and then we are fit for 
his Wing. Say not then, this great Nartion is a 
Wiſe, and an Underſtanding People, . We have 
Counſel, and Strength for the War; We are 
fenc'd, and moated in from the reſt of the 
World with the, vaſt Ocean: our Iſland fits a 
Queen in the Heart of the Four Seas; ſhe ſhall 


dwell in fafery alone , and know no ſorrow. 
Let not the Mighty thus glory m their Miobt, nor the. 
| Wiſe in. their Wiſdom:; but he that glorieth , Let bim 


glory in the Lord. | o PAY 


And 
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And of this Holy David ſtands here before 
us 4 great Example. He truſts not in the Wings 
of. his' Army, but in the. Lord of Hoſts, and 
Battels; not in the ſhadow of his Cave, but in 
the ſhadow of God's Wings; nor in the height 
of his Rock, bur in the Rock of Ages. Though 
being a Man of War, he well underſtood the 

rand Importance of a Caſtle well ſeated, and 
Frrified - of a Mount, or Rock inacceſſible ;_of 
a Cave in that Rock capacious, and defenſible 
(ſuch as Strabo tells us there were many in Pa- 
leſtine ; and ſuch were probably the Cave of 4- 
dillam, and the ſtrong Holds of Engedi, and the 


" reſt, which we meet with fo often in David's 


ſtory :) yet ſever'd, and abſtrafted from the di- 
vine Protections, he {lights all theſe, as Paper- 


walls, and Cobweb-tfortifications: And know- ' 


ing he could not be ſafe on this ſide Omnipo- , 


rence, he tiles God almoſt in every Palm, his 
Rock, and his Caſtle, his Fortreſs, and his Strong- 


Hold, his High-Tower, and the Hill' of his/ De- _ 
fence ; that's the firſt property of his Truſt, it be- | 


gins in great Self-diftdence: Bur  _ 
Secondly, It goes on inactive Diligence. * The 
Young one hath its laſt Retreat indeed under the 
Dam's Wing : Yet the little Wing it hath of 
its own, it imployes to bring it'thither. The 
"— D 2 Eagle 


th. —_—. 
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Eagle in Moſes's Song, as I noted before, not on- 
ly bears its Eaglets on. her own. Wings ; bur ftirs 
up. her Neſt tqg, and; provokes them firſt to do. 
their. uttermoſ}. | 
Pl. »lv.6, Thqugh David reſoly'd well, I will not truſt in 
244 i my. Bow; yet he.usd it fuxe, It-was not Goliah's 
Sword, that. could . ſave him; yet gladly. he 
girt himſelf with it, when the High Prieſt reachr 
it him, There , is no. King, ſaith he, that can be 
ſav'd by the;, Multitude of an Hoſt; yet he refus'd_ 
not the Voluntiers, that cameto Liſt themſelves 
under .him.. He fled from. Sau! with (all Dil- 
ence into the Caye z though he had till a Re- 
hg] ee it. Though he ſets up his Reſt 
Pallv.6 under God's Wings ; yet Ob, (faith he) that 1 bad 
the Wargs of a Dove. toe, that. I might. flie away to 


| 1 ze Moral, and.the, Redditian of. All is but 
thus much... We all of us have Wingsof our own 
t00;; . Faculties, and Abilities, p muſt be. 

us'd,. (Why. elſe. were they given us?) though 

they muſt. not be truſted. in.. The molt excel- 

See his Life. lent Father Paul. of the Servi of Venice was Li- 

bell'd in the. Holy Office, (as, they call. it) for 

adviſing one that pretended to immediate. Inſpi- 
rations, and Affiſtances, to uſe, humane Means,” 
and Induſtries, and ſo. to expect God's Bleſſing... 
But 


l 


to the Hauſe of -Bix/rK s. 25 


But the 'Inquiſitors were for once ſo; wiſe, as. 
to abſolve him without Examinazion. 
Our Pſalmiſt Rates ;theimarrey; well: Truſt: Ro 
in the Lord, (aith he, but, be dang Good;t00; and fa" 
verily thou. "ſhalt be fed. Conmitsthy away unto the - 
Lord, and. He ſhall bring it ito paſs; Burwalk:inivr 
thy ſelf; how is it ——_ } Commit the keepr:. 
ng Soul, (90k $50 Og le, and {o,; Com 14 Pet. iv, «it 


Dy: in oy RR all = 
In the Age of Miracles indeed,. when he Sea : 
divided, and ſuddenly. turn'd p=y Meadow 3 


and when an Angel went fort 
ſo many Thouſands, in-a Night: well might 

the watch-word be, Stand: ftill:and ſee the Salva- 

tion of God ; The Lord ſhall fight for you, and ye ſhall. 
do nothing, Burt the. ſeaſon -is chang'd;. andtis,: 
now, <0 forth, and. belp the Lord agpinſt: the 
Mighty; and work out your \0un-Satvation;- (and ſo. 


the Salvation of the. Nation- too): becauſe tis: . 


Godithat Works; that, is; St, Paul's Logick:| | 

We muſt NOC.. relume ;to-ule\ our; Lord; As:.. 
Herod did.; call for him, when we pleaſe; ro 
Work , us a fine- Miracle ; negle& our Afairs; 
and leave them: embroyl'd,. and ruffled: on pur: 
poſe, that he may come:-down — - er 


CE is comm —_— " 
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diſentangle-them. The Glory of God deſcends 
not viſibly ow 'adayes upon our Palaces, as 


bf old upon'/ the Tabethacle of the Congre- 


- gation, ſcue our Moſes and Aaron from be- 
ing . maſlacr a deſperate Knot of Muti: 
neers':\Nor:'dbth the- Earth 'open her Mouth 


any- longer\,” to ſwallow -up our Rebels and 


Traitors. alive.  *Tis' a Scepter of ordinary 
Juſtice, not-a Rod of Wonders, that fills, the 
Hand :of our iGovernours. We muſt 'not  ex- 
pet, -thar a-good Caule ſhould: work 'alone of 
it ſelf by Way of Miracle: Believe it, it muſt 
be prudently, and induſtrioully manag'd too, or 
ic umldqgrilaſt miſcarey}//< 7 0 OS 5H 

-Far Inſtance, : (the Inftance of the preſent 
time:.) The Devils of Sedition, and Faction, 
of Treaſon, and Rebellion, thoſe Familiars of 


Rome,-and Rhemes, and S. Omers, ( the Jeſuites 


I meany chat have ſo long- poſleſs'd and agita- 


red! 4 wretched part of this Nation ; ) will ne- 


ver go out from hence, and leave us at quier, 
no not by-Prayer and Faſting only. Nay, the 
beſt Laws we have; the beſt you can. make, 
( if they--be not Rteddily, and ſeverely execu- 
red). will prove too flight a Conjuration for 
thele ſturdy evil Spirits of Diſobedience. "There 


is another and a better Flavellim Demonum, that 


that 


—v — —— 


"Words will. not, do i it, There is is-no. ſuch 


never; cure the Diſtempers. of a; Nation... Deaf 


Adders refule; all the, Voice of ;the Charmer, 


. be, er ard,and, manag'd) is-a1,yery. powerkyl 
| rh Mules, that will. ve. no Under ic 


Hor in any ather method, IN» well as. Dy .Navitl 


HF 
that of _ Hieronymus, Mengis,, and Als, fellow. Hw- 
cilts... Hol ' Warer . 1s..2.; Irifle ; ang holy 


as Medicina per Verba: Words, and Talk will 


charm he never {o wiſely. If in goo&Earneſt 
we would be rid of this Legion, and ſay, as 


our - Lord, to. the deaf and dumb. Spice; Go 

out, and enter. .no more; (.Whax: ſhall .I ay, ? 

--- In ſhort, ) Solomon's Rod for the\back of Fool, vr Prov. xix. 
that grow croubleſome, or dangerous, (as.ic may * 


<ttual Exaxciſm, ; Untamed Horles;; and 


ing, are _not edified at all y calm realonings, 
and Inſtructions, and meek Remonltranges; 


Expedient ; - hn Frem, & Cama;, their Mouths va wou,s.. 
_ be kept in with Birt, and, Bridle, thar ic 
fas be poſſible for Hem ro. fall. upany9y;; 
an and YE.May. Men Fa [- —_— 
ut the Arzng, GE Por i $. Bri 5 
rg: 4 e ri 


Nabey: S Rod, an af; b Re d. — 
Buſineſs o another Place. - hal reſng gh 


gens eral. heſts, and. ſc ſhux, up..this, Particulars = 
| ay then; . «They os In God,.they-pis- 
lume, 


——{k.— 
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ane; 2nd* rempr' hitn; who "work *not roge- 


F cher with hitm;* bur feceive his” Aids in'vain, and 


look, *that' He Thould bririg/abotrin'extraordi- 
nary'manner, what they'take no cate bf thein- 
{elves ;*bur lie flat 'ripon' their 'Backs looking 
upward, and will{tir neither Hand, nor Foot, 
to help themſelves. Nay bur Firiliter agite, & 
confortabit © Gor, 'as 'tis in the 'Pfalm; 'play the 


,men your felves, "Do 'All that you can, or 
: ofighe'to do," within*yonr proper Sphere ; arid 
fo God will ſtrengthen your Hearts , all ye, that 


erit your Truſt in the Lord. Wings as they ate 
The mT Safety, ſo alſo Ol | Eenbletns of 
'Diligence, and the Inſtruments of Activity : 
And '#s they ſhew us our Priviledge, may teach 
us fo this part of oor Dary, ---to truſt only 
inGod's Wings, bur to ufe onr own too; that's 
the-progreſs of "David's Fruft;' It goes on in 
aQive Diligence. 

"Thirdly, tt is conſutnmate (as in the laſt AR) 
in clezr; [and petfe&t Refignation to God's good 
pleaſure in _the*Event, whatever it be. Fhiey 
ceaſt"Hor in God "entirely, 4nd as they ought, - 
that irely- only on his Power, and dare not 
ſubmit ro his Wiſdom alſo ; that would. gladly 
chigage'Ohmiporence' on rheit fide, ( and can 
youblame them ?) but then'they would manage 


|— ———— 
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it. their own Way, ' and in Methods of their own 
Conrtriving, and to Ends, it may be, far diſtant 
from what God hath appointed : As if he would 
work Journey-work under them, and leave them 
to be Maſters of the great Shop of the World. 
No; bur as Lather ſaid well, when his Friend 
Melanckthon troubled himſelf overmuch at ſome 
croſs Events ; Deſmat Philippus efſe Reftor Maunds :- 
*Trs God alone, who fits in Heaven, and doth what- 
ever pleaſeth bim. If we be not content with-the 
Portion he allots us, but will needs be carving 
for our- ſelves elſewhere, or otherwiſe : .or if 
we be not fatisfed with his Condu&t of the 
Afﬀairs of the World, but think with the great 


Alphonſo , that we could mend the Syſteme: 


what is this bur in Effect to turn. our Backs up- 
on God, and to ſet up for our felves npon our 
own. wretched Stock, and implicitly at leaft ro 
renounce the ſhadow of his Wings, and-all the 
privileges of it ?: Pulli non proſpiciunt, fairh One : 
Young Birds have no Deli or Forecaſts. of 
their own, but are wholly under the - Dams 
Condut&t. And if. we are allow'd to have 
our ſelves, be they never fo deeply laid, or ſo 
wiſely contriv'd; fo skilfully managed, or. 6 
vigorouſly purſu'd; We muſt at laſt intirely 
fubniit, and facrifice then all ro-chat Soveraign 
A... © Wiſ- 
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Gave; -and: rempt him, who "work *nOrt roge- 
/ ther with him;* burteceive his'Aids in'vain, and 


look, that He fhould bririg/abotr'in 'extraordi- 
nary manner, what they take no cate bf thein- 
ſelves ;*bur lie Har 'ripon their 'Backs looking 
upward, and willH{tir' neither Hand, nor Foot, 
to help themſelves. Nay bur Firiliter agite, & 
confortabig © Gor, 'as *tis'in the Plalm; play the 


ren Your felves ) "Po 'All that you can,' or 
: ciight*to do;” within*yonr proper Sphere ; aid 
fo God will ſtrengthen your Hearts , all ye, that 


pit your /Truſt -in the Lord. Wings as they 'ate 


'the"Coverr of Safety, ſo allo the Emblems of 


Diligence, and the Inſtratnents of Activity : 
And '#s they ſhew us our Privitedge, may teach 
us fo this part of oor Dary, ---to truſt only 
inGod's Wings, bur ro ufe onr own too; that's 
the-progrefs of "David's Truſt; It goes on in 
avive Dilipence. IP 

Thirdly, «© is confutnmate_.(as in the laſt A&) 
in der, and perfe&t Refignarion to God's good 
pleaſure in, the*Eyent, whatever it be, Fhiey 
traſt” or in "God entirely, 4nd as they ought; 
that rely only on his Power, and dare not 
fibmir ro his Wiſdom alſo ; that would. gladly | 
chipige Onmiiporehce' oo rheit (ide, ( and can 
youblzme them 2) but then they would manage 


— ————— 
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it. their own Way, ' and in Merhods of their own 
Contriving, and to Ends, it may be, far diſtant 
from whar God hath appointed: Asif he would 
work Journey-work.under them, and-leaye them 
to be Maſters of the great Shop of the Warlg. 
No; but as Luther ſaid well, when his Friend 
Melanckthon troubled himſelf overmuch at ſome 
croſs Events ; Deſmat Philippus eſſe Rettor Mund: :- 
*Trs God alone, who ſits in Heaven, and doth what- 
ever pleaſeth bim. It we be not content with the 
Portion he allots us, but will needs be carving 
for our- ſelves ellewhere , or otherwiſe: .or if 
we be nor ſatisfied with his Condu&t of the 
Affairs of the World, but think with the great 


Alphonſo , that we could mend the Syſteme: 


what is this bur in Effect to turn- our Backs up- 
on God, and to ſer up for our ſelves npon our 
own. wretched Stock, and implicitly at leaſt ro 
renounce the ſhadow of his Wings, and-all the 
privileges of it ?- Pulli non proſpiciunt, fairh One : 
Young Birds have no Deſigns, or Forecaſts. of 
 their- own, but are wholly under the- Dams 
Condu&t. And if we are allow'd to have a 
our ſelyes, be they never fo deeply laid, rg” 
wiſely contrivd; fo skilfully managed, or. o 
vigorouſly purſu'd; We muſt at laſt intirely 
fubntit, and facrifice them alt ro-that Soveraign 
es... = Wiſ- 


we 
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' Exod. xxv. 
20 


Hebr. ix, $o 


Wiſdom, and Power, which ruleth in the King- 


doms of Men, and orders them in all things ac- 


cording to the good pleaſure of his VVill. 

To ſumm up then this whole great Duty 
of Afﬀrance in God, with all the pats, and 
Branches 'of it: He eruſts Regularly in Gad, 
that truſts in Nothing elſe firſt : And yer ſe- 


.condly doth every thing he can, or is oblig'd 


to-do by his Duty : And thirdly, when he hath 
done All, fits down at laſt under the ſhadow 
of God's V Vings, and waits the Succels in Faith, 
and Hope, with perfe&t Reſignation to God's 
wiſe and juſt Appointment in all things ; That 
is the ft "Duty implied in the Expreſſion, a 
pious Truſt, and Confidence in God. The 
(24) Is an ardent and flaming Devotion to- 
ward God, and his holy Worlkip , and Ser- 
vice in his Temple : Under the ſhadow of thy 
Wmgs will I make my Refuge ; "tis certainly an Al- 
luſion to the Holy of Holies, where was the 
Ark of the Covenant, the Symbol of God's gra- 
cious preſence; over which the Cherubim of 
Glory ſtretchr forth their VVings on high, and 
ſhadowed the Mercy-ſeat : Berween which 


VVings was God's Dwelling-place, his Shekmah, 


or Majeſtatique preſence. And therefore when 
Ruth the Moabiteſs became Proſelyte to the 
© Tewiſh 


—_—_ muted Y— 


Hh et 


- — CC A  _ S— Oo — 


4201 Houſe of PEERS. 


31 


Jewiſh Religion, and VVorſhip; ſhe is ſaid to 


come to truſt under the Wings of the God of Ijrael, 


Ruth ii. 1 2. = 
There are alſo Ale Ecclefiarum, which we meet 
with in Church-writers; as we corruptly call 


them, the Iſles of Churches ; and in the Goſpel 


it ſelf Tepry 73 Teps, Pinacles, or (if we will ren- 
der it cloſe, and:juſt) Wings of the Temple : From 
the ſaving Covert and Proteftion whereof, as 
is the Devil's Bulineſs to rempr, and withdraw 
us, and fo to caft us down from one' of our 
nobleſt Heights, and Defences : So on the con- 
trary, holy David's great Example here, and 
the clear Importance of the VVords of my 
Text, lead us directly thither ( that is the laſt, 
and moſt illuſtrious Reſort of che Expreſſion ) 


and bring us up with Boldneſs to, ſeek, and | 


Cherubim of Glory. 
And indeed, VVhere can we find on Earth 
ſo ſafe, or ſo comfortable a Retreat, when Ca- 


lamities affail, or threaten us, as here in the 
Houſe of our God ? Doth not his Croſs ſtand 


_ over it on purpoſe, to dire us hither, when 


we are ready to fink under the Burthen of our 
own ? When God's Judgements are'abroad in 


make our Refuge even under the VVings of the 


the World, and the Avenger of our Sins putr- 


E 2 {ues 
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ſues us ; More particularly, When the Land 
is moyd, and divided ; when the Pillars there- 
of ſhake, and tremble, and the Foundations 
are ready to be caſt down; when all things are 
in 'Ferment; and in Commotion round about 
us,. and Men's Hearts ready to fail them for 
Fear, and for looking after thoſe things which 
are coming upon the Earth: Where ſhould 
we rather take Sanctuary, where can we more 


probably find Help, and Redrels, than at the 


dow of the Wings of his Mercy-ſeart ? 
' .This was holy David's ſteddy Reſolve, when 
his Heart was overwhelmed, as he ſpeaks, Þ.Ixi. 2. 
I will abide in thy Tabernacle for ever ; T will truſt 
(or, I will make my Refuge) in the Covert of thy 
Wrings,-v. 4": And w his AMictions put 
him beſide that Guard, fet him at Diſtance 
from thoſe happy Opportunities, took him 
down from thoſe bleſſed Heights : Yer till, 
Pal. cxxi.r. EVEN at the loweſt, T will lift up mune eyes, faith 
he, to the Hills; (at leaſt caſt a long Look &o- 
- ward Sim) from Whence cometh my Help. This 
was the Sting of all his Sorrows, as it were 


_ In every Pſalm; not that Saul, or Abſalom had 
driven him from his own, but from God's 
Houle. 


Altar of the God of Mercy, and under the ſha- 


the Calamity Royal he ſo groans under, almoſt 
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Houſe. Though the Holy Land was of no 
large Extent : Yet as if he had been baniſhe 
to the Antipodes; From the Ends of the Earth, (aith 


he, have I cried wnto thee, Pfal. lxi. 2. Though 


his Devotion conſecrated every place he came 
into ; turn'd the Cave into a Chappel, and 
the Wilderneſs -of Judah into Holy Ground ; 
and I had almoſt {aid, even Gath of the Phi- 
lſtms into a Holy City ; (for we have Pſalms 
dated from every: One of theſe ; ) Yet ſtill he 
ſighs, Oh reſtore me, Oh bring me, Oh ſet me up 
upon the Rock that is higher than I: He means 
without Doubt the Hull of Sim, the Pico of 


Jewry , where God's Houſe was eſtabliſht upon 
the Tops of the Mowntains,. as the Prophet ſpeaks, 


Eſa. il. 2. 

\. Men, and Brethren, you that make-up the 
more popular parr.af this mixt Audience ; Ler 
me freely peak to you of the Patriarch David, 
and' of your ſelves. Bleſled be the Mercies of 
God, you lie under no ſuch'Reſtraint, or Imter- 
di&t, as he, did : You are not baniſht into the 
Wilderneſs, nor ſhut up in the Cave : The 
Doors of God's Houle ſtand opento-you, if you 
pleaſe ; and the Wings of his Mercy are ſtretcher 
out wide to invite, and receive you ; would.you 


but-come in, and put your ſelves under the ſha- 


dow 
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dow of them. Lerit not be ſaid, that your Cu- 
riolity, or ſome worſe Humour leads you quite 


another: way : | that you are over-careful, and 
troubled about many things, which belong not 
ro you, while you neglect the one thing neceſla- 


xy, the great-Duty of this, and of every Day ; 


namely to implore God's Mercy, and Protection 
upon the King, and his Kingdoms, and his Di- 
reftion,” and Bleſſing upon the publick Counſels. 


Let my Counſel, I Pray, be acceptable unto you. ' 


Study to be quiet, and'to do'your own Buſinels : 
and that lies not in the Court, or in the Palace, 
but herein the Temple. *Tis not to liſten at the 
Doors of the two Houſes of Parliament, or to 
Eves-drop the Council-Chamber ; but to wait 
in your proper Stations with Modeſty, and Parti- 


- ence; what Aviſoes, and Commands are ſent 


you from thence, and to comply with them. In- 


ſtead of thronging, and peſtering the Galleries, - 
t 


and Avenues of 
State are upon the Table; what a bleſled Ap- 
pearance were it-in times of Danger, ſuch as this 
is, to fee the Church Doors alwaies open, and 
the great Stream, and 'Shole of People continu- 
ally flowing thither; and to find ſome: of you 
alwaies upon the Floor there, Weepins between 


_. the 'Porch, and the Altar, and ſaying, Spare thy 


People, 


ole places, where Matters of 


— 


_ 
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People, Oh Lord, and give not thy Heritage to Re- 
proach. T how baſt brought up a Ve out of Egypt : 
T hou haſt caſt out the Feathen, and planted it. 
| Let not the Wild Boar out of the Wood root it up, 
in nor the Wild Beaſt of the Field devour it. - Let thy | 
Hand be upon the Man -of thy right Hand, whom 
thou haſt made ſo ſtrong for thy ſelf. Keep him, | 
as the Apple of thine Eye. Hide him under the ſha- 
dow of thy Wings. Let his Dayes be many, and his 
| Reign proſperous; and under his ſhadow -let both 
Church and State long flouriſh: And let them be con- 
founded , and driven backward as many as bave Evil 
Wall at Ston. 9 - 298 | 
To furniſh out an Office for ſuch daily Devo- | | 
rions,'tis but to take your Pſalter along with you 
in your Hand, which is full of them. Bur eſpe- 
cially let me commend to. you that Decad of 
Pſalms, which begins with the livth. and ſo on : 
which may ſeerfi to have been put together -on 
purpoſe for ſich an Occaſion. This would be 
indeed efteually to tranſcribe holy David's:Co- 
py, in this his Exemplary, and ardent Devotion: | 
which is the ſecond Duty requir'd in the. Text, 
to prepare us for the protetion of God's, Wing. 
There is but one more behind ; and that is 
(3) Conſtant Perſeverance in both the former. 
In the two former you have ſeen holy- David | 
putting 
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putting himſelf under the ſhadow of God's 
Wings; and making good his. Refuge there by 
Atts of Faith, ==> Devotion. | And being once 
there, no ſtorm ſhall beat him: oft, No Diſcou- 
ragement ſhall drive him away, No delay ſhall 
weary him our. If God kills him , *is all one, 
bee'll cruſt in him Rill; and die in his Arms : For 
here. he hath ſer up his Reſt, and Donec tranſie- 
rint, he is ſteddily kde d; his. Refuge is, and 
tall be here, cill thele Calamites are over- 
: But here we nauſt take heed of a great Mi- 
ſtake. There are, that hold the Donec in ”__ Text 
too hard, and ftifi; are roo punCtual, and pre- 
ciſe with God in it : who will truſt in him, ic 
may be, and ply their Devotions juſt ſo long, as 
till the Calamity be paſt : But thert on the ſadden 
their Truſt grows feeble, and their Devotion 
cold, and ates 'No ſooner deliver'd, but 
like old Tſrael, the <4 forget God at the Sea, even at 
;. the Red Sea ; +-Ule him like Thenuſtocles's Plane- 
- trees, under which men run for ſhelcer in a 
Storm, but the Shower once over, they pluck 
off the Branches, rura their backs, and a- 
jo > 


y, bur ths is in Scripture-language an 
inf and an \ interminable Donec, - which never 


Expires. 


———— 
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EXPHES. . He knew ber not, till ſbe, brought a l, 


forth; Nay he never knew her. In ſpight of 
Helvidins. ««m00-, (# the Greek Church 
ſtile her ) A Virgin before, and in, and after 
the Birth of ; our Lord, and for ever. Ay, 
that's the Virgin-Soul indeed, that keeps ever 
cloſe to her heavenly. Spouſe : Not only runs 
under bis Wings for Shclter, when Calamities 
affrighr her, aying, Spread thy Skirt over me, 
and then ſtraies away again as ſaon as ever the 
flattering Calm , and Sunſhine of Proſperity 
tempts .her abroad. As our Lord hath given 
us an..everlaſting' Donec;, Lo I am with you, 
ſaith he, till the End of the World : ( Not that 
he will.leave us then , but take us yet nigher 
unto himſelf, and, ſo we ſhall. ever be with the 


Lord, asthe Apoſtle ſpeaks: ) So mult we allo * '*%y 


I7, 


have One for him of the ſame Latitude , and 
Extenſion. For ever under the Shadow of his 
Wings ; till this ſingle Tyranny, as in the Old 
Tranſlation.; 4:1] theſe Calamities , as ta the 
New ; or as the Hebrew implies, till all, and 
every of our Calamities be overpaſt; Both be- 
fore, and in, and after Calamities, ſtill under 
the Shadow of God's Wings. While they laſt, 
'tis In the Shadow of thy Wings will T truſt : 


- and when they are paſt, "tis I the Shadow of © 
1 3! 
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thy Wings will 'T rejoyce ; —_— the Diffe- 
rence. - As the Scenes ſhift, our Devotion muſt 
improve, and advance too; till 'our Prayer be 
heighten'd into Praiſe, (as Þtruſt ere long it 
will be) our Hope ſwallowed in Enjoyment, 
and our Truſt ſublimated; and' made*to flowre 
up into Joy,and | riumph : When the ſame God, 
= . that rais'd David from the Cave to the Throne, 
| ſhall'tranſlate us alſo' from . the Shadow of his 
| Wings into the Light of his Countenance : T6 
& the Beatifical Viſion whereof He of his Mercy 
A bring us, who hath ſo dearly bought it for ns, 
it Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous : To whom with 2 
ill thee, O Father, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be 
[| aſcribed of us, and all'the Creatures in Heaven, 
[ and Earth, Bleſſing, Honour, Glory, and Power, 
| | both now, and for evermore. Amer. 
| 
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